WISCONSIN EDUCATION ASSOCIATION COUNCIL Nl

For more information contact: October 7, 2003
Barb Brady, WEAC press secretary

1-800-362-8034, ext. 239

Cell: (608) 235-1944

Proposals are assault on working familiesand their rights

Two legidators proposed changes to state labor laws affecting local government employees,
including teachers, are nothing more than an attack on working families and their right to bargain fair
compensation, according to WEAC President Stan Johnson.

“Thisisathinly veiled attempt to erode the rights of the people who keep our communities strong,”
Johnson said. “The proposals from Sen. Ron Brown and Rep. Mark Gottlieb would remove rights that
workers have earned over the years. Paliticians should treat employees fairly instead of punishing them.”

Johnson said local employees are not the cause of the state’s economic problems.

“This proposal attempts to make scapegoats of the thousands of dedicated local government
employees throughout Wisconsin,” Johnson said. “ This plan does nothing to improve our economy. It will
not solve the health care cost crisis or balance any budgets. It punishes the wrong people for the state's

problems.”

END




