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Main Street disappointed by Supreme Court medical liability ruling
Medical malpractice suitssgnificant cost driver in escalating health insurance premums

The state director of the small-business group NFIB/Wisconsin, Bill G. Smith, made the
following statement following the Wisconsin Supreme Court’ s ruling striking down caps in
medical malpractice non-economic damage suits:

Madison, July 14, 2005 —“In 1995, the Wisconsin legislature took positive action to control
escalating health insurance costs with the passage of reasonable caps on non-economic damages
in medical malpractice lawsuits. Today’s ruling by the Wisconsin Supreme Court striking down
those caps compounds small-business owners' ability to provide quality, affordable health-care
coverage for themselves, their employees and their families.

“NFIB members have consistently cited the escalating cost of health insurance as their number
one concern, and we are fearful that today’ s ruling will have a substantial negative impact on
health insurance premiums. We are reviewing the decision and will work with the legidature to
address concerns raised by the court that will restore common sense reform to a legal system that
often contributes to the high cost of health insurance and availability of health carein
Wisconsin.”
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